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It is very different to hear about a place and to actually go there and even more so to live
there. I'm glad | had the opportunity to experience Japan and Japanese culture first hand.
Thanks to the friends | made during my stay, at Joshibi and at the share-house | stayed at, |
was able to visit many different places and try many new things. When going back to
Germany | will miss the warm bottled drinks from the vending machines, the warm cloth we
get for our hands before meals and the way the things you buy are carefully wrapped.
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| chose to study under Professor Hashimoto's supervision at the Nihonga (Traditional
Japanese Painting) department and ended up learning so much more than | had expected.
Not only was | able to learn several methods of how to create pigments from stones but also
how to use them to create paintings. | was introduced to Nihonga pigments and painting
techniques and was able to combine it with my self-made pigments. Thankfully my schedule
also allowed me to visit a few museums and exhibitions featuring Nihonga paintings and
further my understanding of the genre.
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| really enjoyed taking part in the Joshibi university festival held during fall in 2018. It was
great to see works from the many different departments that coexist at Sagamihara campus.
I'm glad | had the chance to join the exhibition with my own work, it was a great way learn,
and to help out with the festival shop from the center for international relations selling
korean pancakes and milk tea. Getting participate in the festival helped me feel more
involved in the university's activities and to get to know other students.
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| was glad to have a tutor to help me with the Japanese language. Although | didn't rely much
on them for other things, such as going to the city hall or post office | was able to ask and
understand a little more about the cultural differences from our countries through them.
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| will return with many great memories from Japan, the different places | visited, the people |
met here and my time at Joshibi. This experience helped me grow as a person and find a new
direction in my artistic work.
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